
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
ADAM BANDT'S 

DISRESPECT TO THE 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FLAG

SUMMARY

Adam Bandt is the elected Federal Member for Melbourne and Leader of the
Australian Greens party. 

Prior to his press conference in Sydney on Monday 20 June 2022, a member of 
his team removed the Australian National Flag, while the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander flags remained in view. Adam Bandt said the Australian National 
Flag was “hurtful” to Indigenous Australians and invoked racism.

“For many people, this flag (Australian National Flag) represents dispossession 
and the lingering pains of colonisation,” he said. “Through treaty with First 
Nations’ people and by moving to a republic, we can have a flag that 
represents all of us.” Adam Bandt said.

The Australian Army is the custodian of the Australian National Flag, and it is 
draped over the coffins of all Veterans who have died in service to Australia.

Adam Bandt's actions have brought outrage from across the Veteran 
community and families calling for his immediate apology, and actions to be 
taken by the Government and/or the Governor-General to ensure that this 
disrespect is held accountable. 

PETITION INTENT

01.



TOTAL AMOUNT OF PEOPLE WHO 
WILLINGLY SIGNED THE PETITION SURVEY

 WHAT STATE DO THEY LIVE IN?

RESULTS

25,884

QLD
33.6%

NSW
28.8%

VIC
17.8%

WA
8.7%

SA
5%

TAS
2.3%

NT
0.9%
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SHOULD ADAM BANDT APOLOGISE TO ALL 
VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES FOR HIS 
ACTIONS IN REFUSING TO DISPLAY AND 

STAND WITH THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
FLAG?

OVERALL CONSENSUS

Yes
99.6%

No
0.4%

25,780YES =
03.



ARE YOU AN AUSTRALIAN VETERAN?

WHO ARE THEY?

NO
60.1%

YES
39.9%

ARE YOU A FAMILY MEMBER OF AN
AUSTRALIAN VETERAN

YES
59.1%

NO
40.9%

04.



WOULD YOU ATTEND A LEGAL PROTEST AT 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE REPRESENTING THIS 

ISSUE?

WHAT ARE THEY WILLING TO DO?

NO
51.1%

YES
48.9%
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THEY LEFT COMMENTS LIKE:

HOW DID THEY FEEL?

As an Australian, I’m disappointed that an elected Australian, paid by 
the Australian public, can disrespect the entire nation and believe he 
has done nothing wrong. 

I can't believe how disrespectful Adam Bandt is to our flag and the 
Australian people.We are one after all.

He should be sacked and apologise to every Australian veteran and 
apologise to every ADF SERVICE PERSONNEL for this shameful act

Disgraceful act 

I am absolutely disgusted that he doesn’t believe his actions are 
hurtful not just to veterans but a majority of Australians. I gave 2 
sons to proudly serve this country under our National flag.

MORE PUBLIC COMMENTS CAN BE FOUND HERE:

He should resign

06.

https://vsf.org.au/adambandt

